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By Harry Ashkenss and Frederick R. Riddell

SUMMARY. : U

The problem of the effect of yaw on the turbulent boundary layer
and skin friction of infinite cylinders is reviewed and compared with
the case of laminar flow. It is concluded that present understanding
of the mechanism of turbulent shear does not permit extension of two-
dimensional date even to this elementary case of three-dimensional flow.

Experiments carried out on three flat plates yawed 0°, 30°, and 45°
with artificiaelly fixed transition in a low-speed, low-turbulence tunnel
are described. The effects of yaw on the velocity profile and on the
direction of flow near the plate are found to be smell. The boundary-
layer displacement thickness on a yawed plate is found to grow in the
gtreamwise direction at a rate slightly greater than it does on the
unyawed plate; this is in contrast with the laminar case where the "inde-
pendence principle” discovered by Prandtl and others leads to a substan-
tially reduced rate of growbh on yawed plates. It is also in conflict
with the results of Young and Booth, who concluded from their experiments
that the independence principle applied to turbulent flow. The work of
Young and Booth is reviewed, and possible sources of the discrepancy are
suggested.

INTRODUCTION

For laminar flow over a yawed infinite cylinder the boundary-lsyer
equations for flow in the chordwise direction are independent of the
spenwise flow (refs. 1 and 2). Hence, the chordwise flow can be calculated
with no reference to the spanwise flow and the results then used to cal-
culate the spanwise flow. This i1s sometimes called the "independence
principle.”

An investigation has been undertaken to determine the effects of
yaw on the turbulent boundsry-layer flow over a cylinder and, in par-
ticular, to ascertain whether such an independence principle also exists
in the turbulent case. As an initial step the experiments have been
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limited to the flat-plate case (i.e., the external pressure gradient is
zero), the results of which are presented herein.

The fundamental difficulty in calculgting the turbulent boundary
layer, in even the simplest case, is the lack of knowledge of the relation
between the Reynolds stresses and the mean velocity distributions. It is
this lack of knowledge which makes it impossible to demonstrate (subject
to the usual boundary-layer epproximations) just what the effect of yaw
will be for turbulent layers. Conversely, an experimental Investigation
of the effect of yaw casts some light on the relation between the turbu-
lent stresses and the other flow quantities. :

In the coursge of the experiments it was necessary to investigate
quite closely the effectiveness of sandpaper roughening at the leading
edge in producing an adequate turbulent boundary layer. These experi-
mental results, together with those of Klebanoff and Diehl (ref. 3),
should prove useful for other boundary-layer experiments.

The present investigation was conducted at Cornell University under
the sponsorship and with the financial assistance of the National Advisory
Committee for Aeronsutics. The suthors wish to express their sppreclation
to Profs. W. R. Sears and N. Rott for their encoursgement end for their -
many valuable comments during the course of the investigation. The
assistance of Messrs. J. Spencer, S. W. Liu, and H. Mirels in carrying
out the experimental program is gratefully acknowledged.

SYMBOLS

H shape parameter, 8*/ﬁ
P static pressure
q dynamic pressure
Re Reynolds mumber — o S -
u,v,w mean velocity components in x,y,z coordinates
u,v,w, instantaneous velocity fluctuation components in

X,¥,2z coordlnates
X,¥s2 coordinate system fixed to body~(see fig. 1)

5] boundary-leyer thickness == - e
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o]
B¥* displacement thickness, f ( - ﬁgl-)dz
0
® U
3 momentum thickness, $=dyy =f E—( - —\dz
o U1 Uy
5
Suv mixed momentum thickness, f l< - -U—l)dz
U U
0 *1
A angle of yaw of leading edge
1] coefficient of viscosity
v kinemstic viscosity
E,7 coordinate system defined by free-stream velocity
(see f£ig. 2)
p density
T shearing stress
T shearing stress at well
( )y refers to free-stream value

DEFINITION OF PROBLEM

Consider the laminer- asnd turbulent-boundary-layer equations for
the two-dimensional body in the coordinate system of figure 1:

U,y __191 1%

TR =n= = 1

Bx+ oz P ox TP o (1)
U§Y+WgY.=J;?Tﬂ (2)

where for laminar flow . N
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=y U
Txz T H dz
(3)
_ . oV
Tyz [.L—a;
and for turbulent flow
Txz = B %g - puw
( (%)
Tyg = K -g—v-pWJ
The continulty equation for laminar flow is
ij_-l-gﬂ:o
i _ (5)
and for turbulent flow is
U LW 6
o | 32 6)
together with
ou , OV , OW _
x oy ta° (1)

Equation (7) must be satisfied at each instant although, if a time mean
is taken, it is ldenticelly satisfied.

A methematical statement of the independence principle is that
equation (1) for chordwise flow together with the appropriate continuity
equation must be independent of the spanwise flow component V. Specif-
ically, this can be stated as follows: 1., must be independent of V

and of Tyz. It can be seen at once that this 1s true for laminar flow.

For turbulent-flow, however, the condition to be satisfied 1s that Uw
must be independent of V and ¥vw. Since v varies with V and equa-
tion (7) must be instentanecusly satisfied, this appears as a very com-
plex requirement indeed. Hence, the experimental evidence of Young and
Booth (ref. 4) that the independence principle does apply to turbulent
flow is significant and rather surprising.
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In this investigation the boundary-layer growth and the f£flow direc-

tion in the boundary 1ayerl were measured on an unyawed flat plate and
on flat plates yawed 30° and 45° with respect to the free stream.

A convenient basis for evaluating such measurements may be obtained
by analogy with the known results for laminar flow (refs. 1 and 2) as
follows:

Consider laminar flow over a flat plate infinite in the y-direction
as shown in figure 2. Now, the known results for the laminar houndary
layer can be reasoned in either of the following two ways (see ref. 5):

(a) Assume that the boundary-layer growth is determined by the length
of plate that has been traversed and by the streamwise potential flow out-
side the boundary layer. This means that the yawed leading edge has no
effect on the boundary layer and, hence, the boundary-layer thickness is
given by (see ref. 6, pp. 54 and 136)

By = kE Regl/e (8)
where
k universal constant
Reg = Ulg/v

(b) Assume that the geometry demands that the resultant boundary-
layer growth be perpendicular to the leading edge. At each chordwise
position, therefore, the spanwise potentisl flow 1s along a layer of con-
stant thickness. Hence, it might be expected that the boundary-layer
growth is determined by the chordwise flow. This leads %o

B = I rey L2 9)
vhere

Rey = leﬁ/v
A comparison of 8, from equation (8) and &, from equation (9) gives

¢ = x/cos A

Imroughout this report the phrase "flow direction in the boundary
layer" will be tsken to mean the direction of the mean velocity component
that is parallel to the surface.
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x  x _
Reg ~ cos A cos A _ ._l2 Rex
v cos“A
Therefore,
K — .
S = cos A =_5b

(Rex/cos21\.) /2__ I : . -

Thus, both physical assumptions lead to the same result for the leminsr
boundary leyer, and this result agrees with that obtained directly from
the differential equations just presented.

Now, apply the same assumptions to turbulent flow, where direct
calculation from the differential equations is impossible. If the empir-
ical growth law for low Reynolds numbers (see ref. 6, p. 362), namely

5 = k%/ﬁe 1/5 (10)

is used, then, by assumption (a)

8, = ki/Re;1/5 | (11)
and by assumption (b)
8 = kx/Rex /7  (12)
Thus,
x -
&g = - cos A = Sb cos j/jA

(Rex/cosa/\)l/5

that is, the two assumptioms lead to boundary layer thicknesses diffeiing

by a factor cosi/iA

It is clear that the two arguments are based on very different
assumptions, namely, in (a) yaw is assumed to have no effect and the
flow goes stralght back while in (b) the independence principle is
assumed to be a physical principle. —
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If the relationship between the shearing stresses and the mean
velocity derivatlves 1s not specified, these assumptions are truly inde-
pendent. In order to show this explicitly, suppose in equation (1)

Tyy = 8(U,W, and their derivatives)

where g( ) indicates a functional relation; then, the independence prin-
ciple is not violated. If & is known, the resultant flow direction msy
be calculated; but only for a restricted class of functions g will this
lead to the conclusion that the flow goes straight back on a flat plate.
In fact, only for the specific function g that exists for laminar flow
will the conclusion be reached that the flow is straight and that the
results of assumptions (a) and (b) are the same.

Since the function g i1s unknown for turbulent flow, clearly both
the boundary-layer growth and the flow direction should be messured in a
yawed-plate experiment. While neither assumption (a) nor (b) is neces-
sarily true for the turbulent-boundary-layer case, both may conveniently
be used as a basis for evaluating the experimental resulis.

EXPERIMENTAIL. EQUIPMENT AND METHODS

An unyswed plate, a 30° yawed plate, and a 450 yawed plate were used
for the experiments. These are shown schematically in figures 3, 4, and 5
with appropriate details. The construction of the plates differed some-
what. The 30° yawed plate wes used first and was made initially 1/2 inch
thick. However, in order to get & good pressure distribution and proper
two-dimensionel flow (in x,y,z coordinates), it was found necessary to
add stiffeners and brace the plate externally. This trouble was avoided
in the unyawed and h5 yawed plates by msking a box construction about
2 inches thick. The leading edges of the plates were made as shown in

figure 6.

In order to make the layer develop two-dimensionally in the
x-direction, a l-inch strip of sandpaper was glued to the working surface
of the plate about 5/16 inch back of the leading edge. Initially, exper-
iments were made using a trip wire for this purpose, but the sandpaper
was found to be more effective. It gave more regular thickening of the
layer and its distortion effect on the velocity profile had disappeared
10 inches downstream.

The plates were installed near the begimning of the working section
of the low-turbulence tunnel shown in figure 7. The tunnel, at this
point, is approximately 6 feet high and 3 feet wide. The plate spanned
‘the 6—foot dimension end had its working surface about 2 feet from the
fixed tunnel wall. For the 0° and 30 plates, a 5-foot section of the
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" flexible tunnel well opposite the plate was removed completely. This

was done originally for ease of access and as an gid in placing the stag-
nation point at the leading edge of the plate on the working side without
the necessity of placing obstructions downstream. In the case of the

450 plate, it was found necessary to replace the tunnel wall In order to
achieve a satisfactory pressure distribution on the plate.

In order to set the pressure distribution easlly, a network of
static-pressure holes was incorporated in each plate (see figs. 3, 4,
and 5). A system of stopcocks connecting these tubes to a manifold
dgllowed rapid selection of each individual hole. In this way the pressure
distribution could be checked very quickly. No attempt was made to cal-
ibrate these holes, but they were carefully installed and then inspected
with a microscope. The large number of holgs allows a check agalnst gross
error due to g defective installation.

The veloclty profiles were measured by traversing a single flattened
pitot tube (shown in figs. 8 and 9) through the boundary layer by means
of the traversing mechenism shown unmounted in figure 10{a) and in working
position in figures 10(b) and 10(c). The micrometer drive allowed posi-
tioning to 0.0005 inch. The main source of positioning error was in
determining the zero position of the pltot tube. The most reliable way
of accomplishing this was found to be to traverse the pitot tube toward
the well until it touched its reflection on the surface of the plate (see
fig. 10(c)) and then to correct the micrometer reading by one-half the
width of the tube. The reflection in the wall slsoc proved useful for~
lining up the flattened pitot tube parallel to the surface.

A pitot-tube rake (fig. 11) was also used to measure velocity in the
boundary layer. In general, this rake was used to check the two-
dimensionality of the flow because of the emse with which it could be
mounted in any desired position. On the 300 plate 1t was also used in
two cases to measure the boundary-layer growth. The results, however,
are necessarlly less accurate Than those obbtained with the traversed pitot
tube. For this resson any raske dats that are plotted in the results are
marked as such.

Dynemic-pressure measurements were read on a slsuting tube manocmeter
with a reading accuracy of t0.003 inch of slcohol. Small differences of
pressure were read on a micromanometer with e reading accuracy of
t0.001 inch of alcohol.. The free-stream dynamic pressure was aboutb
0.485 inch of alcohol. All of the data presented in this report were
recorded at a constant value of Reynolds number per foot of 250,000 (based
on the free-stream velocity). Temperature and barometric-pressure changes
were compensated for by appropriate variation of the free-stream velocity.

In order to measure the flow direction in the boundary layer, the
yaw head shown in figures 8 and 9 was used. This instrument was set_



2L

NACA TN 3383 _ 9

parallel to the wall by the reflection method mentioned previously. The
adjustment is critical, especially in the region of large velocibty gra-
dient pear the wall; hence, repeated measurements were performed in an
effort to reduce errors.

Two methods of measurement with this yaw head were used. In the
first of these, the direction of the flow was determined by recording the
pressure difference (read from the two slanting tubes) as the yaw head
vas rotated (at a fixed distance from the wall). The total angle of
rotation was sbout 5° and generally & straight line could be drawn through
the points; from the intersection with the pressure axis, the angle at
which Ap 1is zero could be read. This measurement was made at several
statlons through the boundary layer, including the free stream. The flow
direction at s point in the boundary layer was then determined by the dif-
ference in the angle of zero Ap vwhen measured at the point in question
and vhen measured In the free stream. :

The second method of measurement utilized the gbove procedure as a
calibration. The data shown in figure 12 are those given by the "yaw-
head rotation" scheme just presented. An arbitrary zero reference line
(given by the centering of a carpenter's level bubble cemented to the
traversing head of fig. 10(c)) was establisghed, and the yaw-head-rotation
date were plotted to this reference. It will be noted thet there 1s con-
siderable scatter of the "calibration data.” In part, this is due to the
low sensitivity of the level bubble (1/4 inch per degree, approximately)
and the coarse (19) divisions on the traversing-heed protractor, as well
as to the effect of a lower value of gq on the sensltivity of the yaw
head. 1In practice, the single calibration line shown in figure 12 was
used; the errors in the measured flow direction are of the order of il/5°
and this uncertainty in the angle of flow is of low order in the inte-~ T
grated quantity d,,. The yawmeter calibration was used as follows:

The yaw head was set up at the O° position and Ap/q was read., The cal-~
ibration curve gives the flow direction. Again, the reference f£low
direction is taken as the free stream.

EXPERTMENTAL RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Pressure Distribution

The static pressure distribution was recorded frequently during the
experiments. The results for the unyawed plate are shown in figure 13(a),
for the 30° yawed plate, in figure 13(b), and for the L5° yawed plate,
in Pigure 13(c). The differences in pressures near the leading edge
indicate slightly different positions of the stagnation point, which
caused no measurable differences in the velocity profiles downstreanm.
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Since the primary purpose of this investigation was to determine
the efféct of yaw on the growth of the boundary layer, it seems important
to consider here the possible effects of variations of pressure distribu-
tion from plate to plate (figs. 13(a) to 13(c)). The effect of these
small pressure gradlents may be estimated by use of the Buri form of the
integrated momentwm equation (see, for instence, ref. 6) as follows:

V% 0.8
8, = 0.0366v0+2y™>" U ot ax + c)

X0

For simplicity, and since the measured pressure distributions
exhibit a tendency toward periodicity, let

| U
U =Up + U, sinax=ul(1+—isinax)

Uy
where
Up free~strean velocity —
Ue amplitude of velocity variation
Q= %\—“—, where A is wavelength of veloclty vafiation

Using this value for U and noting that the value of U.U; is
small compared with 1, give

> U
3, = 0.0366v0-2Ul~0-2(l - 3.k 1-I£ sin a.x) X - Xg +

1
U X 008
uU_.S-.].:cosax + C
1\ Xg

For transition srtificially fixed at the origin;. Xo =0, 3, =20, and,

hence, C = 0. Using these conditions, expansidh of the exponential
term (neglecting higher order guantities) yields

P U
3y = 0.03661:0'2{11'0'2(1 - 3.4 gﬁ sin ax) xO'B[l - aj—x-a- U-—e-(cos ox - l)]
5 1t
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For the case of zero pressure gradient and artificially fixed transition
at the origin, the Buri equation reduces to

3, = 0.036610+3y;-0.2 40.8

Xo
Forming the ratio between 3, and on yields

% _,_ U 3.4 sin ax + é;g(cos ax - 1)

'on 1

This relation has been evaluated for the unyawed and 45° yawed cases
using wavelengths and U, determined from figures 13(a) and 13(c). The
calculated change in 3 due to the differences in the pressure distri-
butions is less than 2 percent. This effect is therefore belleved to be
wilthin the experimental accuracy of the boundary-layer measurements.

Two-Dimensionality end Flow Direction

Checks on the two-dimensionslity of the flow (in X,¥,2z coordinates)
were first made by dolng spanwise traverses with the rske. As has been
mentioned, stiffeners and external bracing were added to the 300 yawed
plate to lmprove the two-dimensionality of the flow. In the course of
these changes, however, only very minor effects were observed in the
velocity profiles along the streamwise center line, which indicates that
adequate two-dimenslionality was attained. On the unyawed plate no diffi-
culty in this respect was encountered.

The mean flow direction in the boundary layer was measured carefully
on the 30 yawed plate at distances of 15.9 inches, 31.9 inches, and
k7.9 inches from the leading edge in the streamwise direction. In the
outer part of the layer, between 2z/8 = 0.2 and 2/8 = 0.1, there was
no measurable deviation from the potential flow direction. For z/8< 0.2,
as the yawhead entered the steep velocity gradient near the wall, the
flow-direction reading became critically dependent upon whether the flat-
tened yavwhead was exactly parallel to the wall. In thls region the results
are necessarily less accurate, but 1t was determined that the mean flow
did not deviate by more than +1° from the potential flow direction.

The £low direction in the boundary layer of the 450 plate was the
subject of Intensive investigation in conmnection with the guestion of pos-
sible divergence or convergence of boundary-layer flow in the test region.
At the time of the completion of the growth curves, Clauser (see ref. T)
pointed out that small changes in the flow direction in the boundary lsyer
might result in large errors in a measured growth curve. For this reason,
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extensive measurements of flow-direction profiles were undertaken, and
the value of the mixed momentum thickness 9,y was determined at several

stations blanketing the test region. The results of these measurements
are shown in figures 14, 15, and 16. Figure 14 shows a typical flow-
direction profile obtained from the calibration curve of the yawhead.

In figures 15 and 16 the distributions of _9§,, over the test region are
displayed.

The significance of these results is discussed in appendix A, but,
for emphasis, it 1s noted here that congruent veloclty profiles are not
sufficient to assure two-dimensionel flow. The angles of yaw in the
boundary lsyer, although small enough to be undetected by pitot-tube
traverses, may result in a net flow into or out of the test region which
would result in important changes in the rate of growth of the boundary
layer.

Veloclty Profiles

The measured velocity profiles for the three flat plates are showm
in figures 17(a), (b), and (c). A table of values of the displacement
thickness &%, the momentum thickness 9, and the shape paremeter H,
computed from the velocity-profile data, 1s included in each of the
figures. In all runs, the Reyiiolds mumber per foot (based on the free-
stream veloclity) was adjusted to the velue of 250,000 noted in these

figures.

A reduction of the velocity profiles to nondimensional form as

éL = f(é%) for each plate is shown in figure 18. For comparison, the
1

nondimensional velocity profile measured on the fixed well of the tunnel
(fig. 7) 1s also plotted. It is seen that the effects (if any) of yaw
on the velocity profile are quite smell.

Virtual Origin -

The experiments of Klebanoff and Diehl (ref. 3) have shown that, when
sandpaper is used to promote turbulence in the boundary leyer, the con-
-ditions downstream of the point where the veloclty profile has returned
to pnormal are the same as if the layer had developed from a natural tran-
sition. If a growth law is specified, this leads to the definition of s
virtual origin for the boundary layer. The boundary-layer growth in
these experiments is measured in terms of displacement thickness &%
because of the difficulty in defining and meassuring the actusl thick-
ness &. The method of f£inding the virtual origin for the unyawed plate
is as follows:
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It is assumed that

Rel/5
where
k constant, 0.046
£ distance from leading edge of plsate
Eo distance from virtual origin to leading edge

Re = Eggs—i—igg
v

This growth law follows the form of the empirical law mentioned previ-
ously. WNo claim is made that this is an exactly correct law for &%,
but it certainly gives nearly the correct dependence on streamwise dis-
tance and Reynolds number (ref. 6, p. 362) for Re < 3,000,000. Hence,
it 1s satisfactory to use this law for comparing the boundary-layer
thicknesses on the yawed and unyawed plates. To determine the virtual
origin (see fig. 19), the curve

s = KX
1/5

ReX

where X 1is the distance from the vertical origin, is first plotted.

The experimental points are fitted to this curve by shifting them along

the X-axis. The position of the virtual origin is then given by

§O =X - €. In this way go was found to be 9 inches for the unyawed

plate.

Virtual Origin for Yawed Plates

It is obviously necessary to find the virtuasl origin for the yawed
plates by some other method, since the growbth law on a yawed plate is
not known but, instead, is precisely what is to be determined in the
Investigation. The exact effect of yaw on Es 18 unknown, but the fol-
lowing limits can be established:

(1) &, may depend only on the streamwise flow; that is, the vir-

tual origin is 9 inches (in the streamwise direction) shead of the
leading edge.
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(2) £, mey depend only on the chordwise flow; that is, the virtual
origin lies 9 inches (in the chordwise direction) ahead of the leading

edge.

These assumptions are based on experiments regarding the effect of
sandpaper. for the production of turbulent boundary lasyers ¢n unyawed
plates. These experiments are discussed in appendix B.

The growth of_ the turbulent boundary layer on each of the three plates
in figure 20(a). This figure represents the raw data, as

tested is shown

computed from the measured velocity profiles, no corrections having been
made for the location of the virtual origin. As before, the Reynolds num-
ber per foot (based on free-stream velocity) wes kept constant at 250,000.

If the above assumptions regarding the virtual origin are applied to
the data, figures 20 and 21 are cbtained. -Figure 20(a) (with the abscissa

shifted 9 inches) represents assumption (1), while figure 20(b) gives the )

result of assumption (2). Tigures 21(a) and 21(b) are logarithmic plots
of the same date as are given 1n figures 20(&) and (b respectively. In
each of these figures, two curves marked "Independence principle" have

been drawn. These curves represent the date from the unyawed plate plotted

againgt the appropriate streamwise coordinate (g = x/cos A) for the two

cases A = 300

and A = 45°., It 1s evident, as far as the applicability

of the independence principle 1s concerned, that the difference in the

virtual origins

given by assumptions (1) and (2) is of no consequence.

Boundary-Layer Growth

The conclusion at this point is unmistakable: The independence prin-

cilple cannot -be

applied to the case of turbulent boundary lsyers on yswed

flat plates. The measured growth curve, for the cases A = 30° and 45°

is thicker than

that for the unyawed-plate case, while the independence

princlple predicts a thinning effect of yaw.

The logarithmic plot of figure 21(a) is of special interest. Note
that a virtual origin of 9 inches for each case has been assumed; straight
lines with slope equal to 4/5 have been drawn through the experimental
deta. The values of the constant C (see_fig. 21(a)) for these straight
lines for the three angles of yaw have been noted in the figure. They

are very nearly

in the same ratio as cosz/jA. From a purely empirical

standpoint, then, the curve of figure 22(a) may be drawn. Note that the
data are reduced to a single curve by the inclusion of the empirical

cosE/iA' factor.

*

' This is shown also in thé Cartesien plot of figure 22(Db).

NN
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The empirically determined growth law is given by

0.046 E, + ¢
c052/5A Regl/5

The growth law which is given by the assumption of the independence prin-
ciple is :

+
5% = 0.046 cos5/?A EE———S
Regl/5

where in each of the sbove expressions

Re; = Ul<§ ot §)/v

Thus, the two growth curves differ by a factor equal to cos A. In the
case of the plate yawed 45° this represents a large difference, more than
can be explained on the basis of any known experimental inaccuracy.

It must be emphasized, however, that the empirical growth law noted
above is the result of only three experiments and thus should be consild-
ered as merely a tentative result until more extensive experimental con-
fimation is availsble.

Results of Young and Booth

Prior to the present investigation, the only experimental data
available regarding the turbulent boundary layer on yawed flat plates were
those obtained by Young and Booth (ref. 4). In their experiments, which
were stated to be preliminary, a single plate, with a boundary-layer trip
wire, was rotated to angles of yaw of 20°, 30°, and 45° and the boundary-
layer thickness at a single chordwise station, as well as the total drag
of plate and wire, was measured. The principle results of their investi-
gation may be stated as follows:

(2) The independence principle does epply.

(b) The flow in the boundary layer is in the direction of the
free stream.

The results of the present investigation are in direct contradiction
to the first of the Young and Booth results. Since Young and Booth have
not presented the complete details of their experiment, it is difficult
to assess the exact source of the discrepancy. The present authors feel
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that a likely origin of error in any boundary-layer investigation of this
nature is departure from two-dimensionality of the flow. As polnted out
previously, the presence of divergence or._convergence of the flow in the

boundary lsyer can have Important consequences on boundary-layer-thickness )

measurements.

Another possible source of error is the effect of yaw on the action

of a trip wire in causing trensition. The wire presumably lies Iin an area

of laminar flow; hence, its significant Reynolds number veries as cos A

in the experiments. It is known that trensition does not occur at a trip
wire but some distence downstresm. The influence of a considerable var-

iation of Reynolds number on this distance, and therefore on the virtual

origin of the turbulent layer, is not known. Although this effect was

found in the present investigation (appendix B) to be negligible for sand-

paper transition strips, the same mey not be true for a trip wire.
CONCLUDING REMARKS

The results of measurements in the turbulent boundary layer on three
flat plates yawed O 30 and M5 indicate that the boundary-layer dis-
placement thickness increases in the stream direction at a slightly
grester rate on the yawed plates than 1t does on the unyawed plate.

An empirical growth law, including this effect of yaw, has been

determined. It is emphasized that this law may apply only to the experi- '

mental setup described.

The effects of yaw on the direction of flow within the boundary layer
have been measured. These effects are, in genersl, small.

Cornell Unlversity,
Ithaca, N. Y., March 22, 195k.

a

3
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N APPENDIX A
. EFFECT OF FLOW DIVERGENCE ON MEASURED BOUNDARY-ILAYER GROWTH

The incompressible-flow boundary-layer momentum equation in the
direction of the x-axis is given by (see, for instance, ref. 8)

Transforming this equation to momentum-thickness terms and assuming
a flast plate (zero pressure gradient) give

Iy + Oy _ _To

ox oy pU12

Note that this equation ls the same as that normally used to determine
the wall shear with the addition of mixed-momentum-thickness terms.

In order to ascertalin the effect of the non-two-dimensionality of
the flow (represented by figs. 15 and 16) » the derivatives in the above
equation can be evaluated from the experimentsl data. This is most easily
accomplished by recourse to the skewed £,e coordinate system shown in
figure 26. 1In this coordinate system,

£ =x -y btan A

€ = y/cos A
Hence,
i:-a_
ox Ot
t

0 1L 9 0
—_—= e - tan A —
dy cos A Oe = ot

The equation for the x-momentum in the new coordinate system is then

3 1 o3 T
auu_,_ uv_tanAiuX= O

ot cos A Oe¢ ot pU12




18 NACA TN 3383

The terms on the left-hand side of the equation were evaluated at
t = 36 inches and e = 14.85 inches which represents the center of the
presumed two-dlmensional test region. The results are presented as =
follows:

= 2.09 x 1077 Oy _ -3.75 x 10™° Oy _ 1.85 x 10™°
de : ot

Inserting these values into the equation for the x-momentum, and
noting that A = 450 shows that the error involved in neglecting the
mixed-momentum-thickness term is approximately 3 percent.

Although the correction in this case is small, it must be stated
that large errors can be the result of apparently small changes in flow
direction, since the value of the derivative can became quite large. In
an experiment where boundary-layer growth curves are messured, it is easy
to see that changes in the flow direction within the boundary layer can
give erroneocus results by adding air to or exhausting it from the test
region. It is fel®t that the calculation Jjust described Indlicates that
the measured boundary-lasyer growth curves reported herein are substan-
tially correct.
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APPENDIX B

THE EFFECT OF YAW AND ROUGHNESS ON VIRTUAL ORIGIN AND TRANSITION
OF AN ARTTFICIALLY THICKENED BOUNDARY IAYER
Effect of Yaw on Virtusl Origin of Artificislly

Thickened Boundary Layer

Before any conclusions could be drawn regarding the effect of yaw
on the turbulent boundary layer itself, it wes necessary to comsider the
effect of yaw on the sandpaper used to thicken the boundary layer. While
a complete experimental analysis of the situatlion was beyond the scope
of the present investigation, several simple experiments were performed
which served as a basis for the assumptlions in the body of this report.
These assumptions depend on the following limiting cases:

(1) Assume that &, depends upon the streamwise flow. For the
yawed plate, then, Eo 1s determined by Ul/v = 250,000 and a sandpaper
width of 1 in./cos A end should be taken in the streamwise direction.

(2) Assume that o 1s determined by the chordwise flow. For the
yvewed plate, then, £, 1s determined by Uq fv = 250,000 cos A and by a
sandpaper width of 1 inch and should be taken in the chordwise direction.

Experiments were carried out on the unyawed plate to determine how
£o depended upon sandpaper width and upon Ul/v. Figure 23 shows that

doubling the width of sandpaper at Ul v = 250,000 had a relatively small

effect in thickening the boundary layer. For a ll-percent increase in
sandpaper width, as 1n assumption (l), then, it can be sald that £,

would be unchanged within experimental accuracy limits. Figure 24 shows
the results of varying U;/v for a constent sandpaper width of 1 inch.

The curves are plotted assuming that £, was unchanged from the value

given in figure 19. The experimentsl points lie very close to these
curves except for the lowest value of Uy/v. It seems safe to assume,

then, that for Ul/v = lT?,OOO(:@Il/v)cos 45°, the lowest possible value)
go is stil1 9 inches. With thils evidence, therefore, the assumptions

of a virtual origin for the yawed plate are, as stated previously, (1) the
virtual origin is 9 inches in the streamwise direction ahead of the

leading edge, or (2) the virtual origin is 9 inches in the chordwise
direction ahead of the leading edge.
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Use of Sandpaper to Produce Artificisl Transition

In experimenting with turbulent boundary layers it is frequently
necessary to use some method of artificislly inducing transition from
laminar to turbulent flow. The purpose may be to thicken the boundary
layer, as in reference 3, or to make transition occur along a given line,
as in the present investigation and in reference 4. For either of these
purposes sandpaper roughening hes the particular adventage that the

boundary layer returns to normal in a relatively short distance downstream

(ref. 3).

Figure 25 shows a determination of the virtual origins for results
given in reference 3 where a strip of sandpaper 24 inches wide was used.
Because of the different range of Re, it was necessary to use a dif-

ferent boundary-layer growth law from that used in the present report
(fig. 14). The growth law used is derived directly from the Kermdn-
Schoenherr formula
1
1/2
Ce

by observing that, for a flat plate,

= 4.13 log(ReyCr)

Cp = 28/x

and, hence,

/2 = 585612 104 (Rey)

A quantitetive comparison of these resulis with the results obtained
in the present investigation is difficult, but the following observations
may be of interest:

For the 24-inch strip of sandpaper,

(1) The boundary layer returned to normal 66 inches downstream of
the trailing edge of the sandpaper.

(2) The layer was "overthickened" immedistely behind the sandpaper
and hence approached the normal growth curve froam sbove.

(3) As the free-stream velocity was incressed, the virtuasl-origin
distance increased.
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For the l-inch strip of sandpaper,

(l) The boundary lsyer returned to normal 10 inches downstream of
the trailing edge of the sandpaper.

(2) The layer thickened more rapldly than normsl immediately behind
the sandpaper and approached the normel growth curve from below.

(3) For a similar increase in free-stream velocity the virtual

origin did not shift proportionstely as much as for the 24-inch strip of
sandpaper.
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Figure 1.- Coordinate system for yawed boundary layer.
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Flgure 2.- Coordinate system for yawed plates.



4L

NACA TN 3383

72"

48"

1

full size.

16

Figure 3.~ Unyawed flat plate.



-
n

cE oA
I+ L

Figure 4.- Yawed flat plate. —]il'-é- full eize.

€Ree NI VOVN




N

Figure 5.- 45° yawed flat plate. -= full size.
fls]

€Qee NI VOWN

L2



it
e\ V/ﬁ%ﬁéﬁm

TSy O N S T s S T N S S S ST Sy

t(L\\ \\ TSNS SAS SO TNSSRS T

\—Sandpaper

>

Working Surface

Unyawed flat plate, 45° yawed flat plate

A—Tempered masonite

e

N Sandpaper

—>

30° Yawed flat plate

Working surface

full size.

Mo

Figure 6.~ Plate crose sections.

gs

€Q¢e NI VOVN




. r"\\)»ges

Figure 7.~ Boundary-layer wind tunnel. -1%5

4\
é %
£8EC NI VOVN

4
5?1
S
3™
P
pe”
: full size. 0




30

NACA TN 3383

Figure 8.- Pitot tube end yawhead.
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(a) Ummounted
Figure 10.- Traversing mechanism.
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(b) Mounted; view from back of plate.

Figure 10.- Conotinued.
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Figure 1l.- Pitot tube rake.
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X-momentum derivatives.
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